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‘ubject: VERIFICATION THAT VESSELS ARE CONDUCTING STEERING TESTS AS
REQUIRED BY 33 CFR 164.25

I EAVE RECEIVED SEVERAL QUESTIONS REGARDING THEE INTENT OF CAPTAIN
ALEOUN'S LETTER 16600 TO D8 MSO CO's DATED 5 JUNE 1995,

IT WAS NOT HIS INTENT TO LAUNCH A NEW VESSEL EOARDING INITIATIVE. HE WAS
IMPLY STIMULATING THOUGHT AND COMMUNICATION AT THE CO LEVEL.

IT IS NOT OUR INTENT THAT UNITS BOARD VESSELS TO CHECK THEIR PERFORMANCE
¥ THESE TESTS. THESE ITEMS SHOULD BE CHECKED DURING ALL PORT STATE CONTROL
OARDINGS ON VESSELS TO WHICH THE SUBJECT REGULATIONS APPLY.

CALT.



US.Department
of Transportation

United States
Coast Guard

Ccmmander
Eighth Coast Guard District
Hale Boggs Feceral Building

501 Magazine St.
New Orieans, LA 70120-
Stafl Symbel

FPhcne: (504)589—6

5 June 19¢3
From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District
To: Distribution
Subj: POWER LOSSES AND STEERING FAILURES
1. &s you well kn we continue to experience problems with
main propulsion and steer ing feilures on deep dreft vessels
depar%iné-and entering port. I believe a gcod number ci vessels
are not performing the required tests eand checks cof Z3 CFR
164,25, perticularly those entering.
2. I'm considering & two step approach - first, remind )
ccerztors, throuch agents, cf the reguired checks Trhe enclcsed
notice would do that. After civing them time to spread the worg,
stert conductinc "at seza" boardings andé docksicde boerdings for
vessels enterinc and departinc. If we find "cun cdecking" of
locs, unfamillaflty witﬁ the ;egulat;cns, cr gimgle failure to
tzkz acticn, then initiate epprocriate measures. Ecucate firsg,
then streoncly enforce.
3. As always, resources are scarce but we now heve The latitucs
to divert manpower according to risk. One option mey be to
temcorarily chift from some port state conirol work to these
becercinges.

. Please discuss this concept with vour people eand either call
me cr E-meil. If need be, we czn set up & conference cell. I
coutt anvene would like to fly with en eirline pilot who cicn't
perIcom the reguired checks and tests £ laps keof:Z.
Whv should ships be any differant?
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TO SHIP OPERATORS AND OWNERS

211 ship operators and owners are reminded of the recguirements cof
33 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 164.25, "Tests before
entering or getting underway,” and of 33 CFR 160.215 "MNotice of
Hazardous Conditions.”

33 CFR 164.25 requires tests and drills before entering OT
getting underway on the navigable waters of the United States.
These tests and drills involve steering gear, emergency DPOWETL,
main propulsion, and control communications.

"Before entering... the navigable waters of the United States®
means prior to entering the fterritorial sea (three miles).

"Before... getting underway on the navigable waters of the United
States" means effectively prior to getting underway frcm any port
or anchcrage in United States waters.

The tests must be conducted no more than 12 hours befcre entering
cr getting underway.

23 CFR 160.215 requires that the Captain of the Port be noctifiec
whenever there is a hazardous condition on poard a vessel.

y 33 CFR 160.203, "hzzardous condition" means any concdition that
could acdversely affect the safety of the vessel, including
"damage." "Damage" includes a melfunction or reduced capacity of

any of the following:

z) main engine reducTicon Ggezr, shelting CT —rcooellier
- s =

b) air starting eguipment

c) engine maneuvering and ccontrol eguipment
d) steering machinerv

e) vital electrical generating machinery

£) primary electriczl system

<

e) vital control and maneuvering communicaticns egquipment

Failure ‘o comply with these regulations may result in a civil
penalty of up to $25,000 or criminal penalty which is ccnsicdered
committing & class D felony.

A copv of these regulations is attached.

Vessels operating on both the open and confined waters within the
Eighth Coast Guard District continue to experience steering anc
main 'propulsion failures. These failures pose & threat to the
vessel itself, other traffic, to shoreside facilities, and to the

environment.



£164.25 Tests before entering or get-
ting underway.

(2) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (c¢) of this section no person
may cause a vessel to enter into or get
underway on the navigable waters of
the United States unless no more than
19 hours before entering or getting un-
derway, the following equipment has
been tested:

(1) Primary and secondary steering
gear. The test procedure includes a vis-
ual inspection of the steering gear and
its connecting linkage, and, where ap-
plicable, the operation of the following:

(i) Each remote steering gear control
system.

(ii) Each steering position located on
the navigating bridge.

(iii) The main steering gear from the
alternative power supply, if installed.

(iv) Each rudder angle indicator in
reiation to the actual position of the
rudder.

(v) Each remote steering gear control
system power failure alarm.

(vi) Each remote steering geor power
unit failure alarm.

(vii) The full movement of the rudder
to the required capabilities of the
stesring gear.

(2) All internal-vessel control -com-

munications and vessel controi alarms.
(3) Standby or emergency generator,
for as long as necessary to show proper
funcsioning., including steady state
temperature and pressure readings.
(4) Storage batteries for emergency
lighting and power systems in vessel

control and propulsion machinery
spaces.

(5) Main propulsion machinery, ahead
and astern.

(b) Vessels navigating oo the Great
Lakes and their connecting and tribu-
tary waters, having once completed the
test requirements of this subpart, are
considered to remain in compliance
until arriving at the next port of call
on the Great Lakes.

(c) Vessels entering the Great Lakes
from the St. Lawrence Seaway are con-
sidered to be in compliance with this
sub-part if the required tests are con-
ducted preparatory to or during the
passage of the St. Lawrerce Seaway or
within one hour of passing Wolfe Is-
land.

(d) No vessel may enter, or be oper-
ated on the pavigable waters of the
Urited States urnless the emergency
steering drill described below has been
conducted within 48 hours prior to
entry and logged in the vessel logbook,
urnless the drill is conducted and logged
on a regular basis at lexzst once every
three months. Tris drill must include
at a minimum the following:

(1) Operation of the main steering
gear from withiz the steering gear
compartment.

(2) Operation of the means of commu-
nications betwesn the navigating
bridge and the steering compartment.

(3) Operation of the alternative power
supply for the steering gear if the ves-
sel is so equipped.

55

(22 Stat. 1471 (33 U.S.C. 127] et seq.); 4° Cr
1.46{n)(4))

[CGD 77-183, 45 FR 18825, Mar. 24, IS
armerncded by CGD 8304, 49 FR 43466, Cct.
1834]
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§160.215 Notice of hazardous condi-

tions.

Whenever there is a hazardous condi-
tion on board a vessel, the owner, mas-
ter, agent or person in charge sball im-
mediately notify the Captain of the
Port of the port or place cf destization
and the Captain of the Port ol tiie part
or place in which the vessel is located
of the hazardous condition.



